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Inventa specializes in Intellectual Property (IP) protection, 
including trademarks, patents, designs, copyright and 
domain names. We advise clients on national and 
international searches, registrations, enforcement, litigation 
and maintenance of all kinds of IP Rights.

Founded in the early 70’s and holding a vast network of 
offices and local representatives, Inventa provides 
specialized IP services for clients all around the world, with 
particular focus in Africa, where it has offices and 
representatives located in various countries such as 
Mozambique, Angola, Nigeria, S. Tomé and Principe and 
Cape Verde.

Throughout the years, Inventa has been on the forefront of 
the IP service providers in Africa, with a high standard of 
quality. One of this project’s key components is the local 
presence and understanding of each specific culture of this 
great continent. But above all, our main strength lies in the 
comprehensive training of our team, as well as, their 
enthusiasm and passion for Intellectual Property matters.

Taking this into account and following our previous book 
guides, Trademarks in Africa, Inventa is pleased to present 
its Patents in Africa Booklet. This booklet contains 
comprehensive information regarding design matters in each 
African jurisdiction, such as, requirements for applications, 
renewals, assignments, licenses, changes of name or 
address, protection term, opposition deadlines and other 
particularities that might influence th protection.

Furthermore, this guide is also meant to be a global guide for 
those who wish to make business in Africa, as such Patents 
in Africa also gathers each country’s general information and 
provides relevant regional and international treaties which 
will also assist IP practitioners to better define patent 
protection strategies.

Inventa

Introduct ion
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Africa is the fastest growing continent in the world, with 
spectacular year-over-year GDP growth in many countries. 
18 African countries display GDP growth rates above 5%. To 
put it into perspective, a third of the African countries display 
growths of more than 5% and 9 countries display growths of 
more than 6%.

The countries that display higher growth rates, above 7%, 
are Ethiopia, Ivory Coast and Mozambique. Tanzania, Chad, 
Rwanda, Kenya and Djibouti follow with growths above 6%.

Nigeria continues to lead the continent in terms of GDP 
ranking, being the 23rd largest world economy, between 
Poland and Sweden. Egypt has recently surpassed South 
Africa has the 2nd largest African economy, after being 
overthrown from the 1st place in 2014 by Nigeria, due to 
currency depreciation, but still remains the most diversified 
African economy.

Many African economies have their GDP underestimated, 
considering that statistical data still remains of poor quality. If 
all GDP numbers were rebased, these figures could be 
uplifted from 20% up to a staggering 50%.

Although overshadowed by lower GDP per capita and 
problems with wealth distribution, the GDP growth data 
suggests that Africa is attracting investment and should 
continue to grow even further during the next years.

Gross Domestic Product 
Ranking in Africa
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The African continent is dominated by diverse natural 
resources. The main exporting economic sectors within the 
continent are divided between trade, agriculture, mining and 
drilling, human resources and energy. Despite the deep 
political and socioeconomic challenges that the continent 
currently suffers, it still is a resource rich continent. The main 
exports that derive from Africa are oil and gas, cotton, 
minerals (diamonds, phosphates, and uranium), coffee, 
livestock, cocoa, peanuts, metals (iron, bauxite, titanium, 
copper, gold and silver), tea, tobacco, seafood, palm oil and 
timber.

As shown above, the continent’s export portfolio remains 
predominantly based on raw materials and fossil fuels, which 
is a sector that is largely volatile and dependent on 
international markets which in turn determine and provoke 
commodity price fluctuations. This factor exposed the need 
for the continent to diversify its economy to avoid deep 
susceptibility to external shocks.

Recently, regional organizations such as the African Union 
are on the process of establishing policies that aim to 
increase regional exports within the continent, with attempts 
to create a free trade area, a single regional market, an 
African Central Bank, a customs union and even a single 
currency. These are goals that are being analyzed in order to 
boost cooperation within neighboring nations and while 
doing so, they stimulate sustainable development within the 
region.

Main Exports in Africa
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Par is Convent ion for the Protect ion of 
Industr ial Proper ty (Par is Union)

The Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, 
signed in Paris, France, on March 20, 1883, was the first 
global intellectual Property Treaty and it established a Union 
for the protection of Industrial Property.

One of the most important rules in Paris Convention 
concerns the Convention Priority Rights, also called Union 
Priority Rights. It was established by Article 4 of this treaty 
and provides that an applicant from one contracting State 
shall be able to use its first filing date (in one of the 
contracting States) as the effective filing date in another 
contracting States, provided that the applicant files a 
subsequent application within a certain time period. 

Regarding patents, an applicant who has applied for the 
same patents in another convention country, is entitled to 
claim the priority right, provided that application is filed within 
12 months of such earlier filing.

Nowadays, the Convention has 176 contracting member 
countries, which makes it one of the most widely adopted 
treaties worldwide. In respect to African countries, with the 
exception of Cape Verde, Eritrea, Ethiopia, South Sudan and 
Somalia, all the remaining countries are members to the 
Treaty.
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Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intel lectual Proper ty Rights (TRIPS)

The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights came into force January 1st, 1995 and is one 
of the most comprehensive IP treaties to date, not only 
considering the scope of its regulations but also because all 
members of the World Trade Organization are its parties.

Many provisions of the TRIPS Agreement were inspired by 
the Berne Convention by the Protection of Literary and 
Artistic Works and also by the Paris Convention for the 
Protection of Industrial Property. Countries found interest in 
ratifying TRIPS as opposed to other IP related treaties as it is 
a mandatory requirement to adhere to the World Trade 
Organization.

The TRIPS agreement introduced intellectual property law 
into the international trading system for the first time and 
remains till this day the most comprehensive international 
agreement on intellectual property.

Regarding patents, the TRIPS Agreement presented the 
requirements for patentability, the rights conferred to patent 
holders, revocation and term of patent rights, burden of use 
and provisions concerning non authorized usage of the 
patent.

TRIPS Agreement also has provisions regarding Trademarks, 
Geographical Indications, Industrial Designs, protection of 
Undisclosed Information and Dispute settlement.

As of July 29th, 2016, there were 164 contracting parties to 
the TRIPS Agreement. Most African countries are members 
of this organization. However, Algeria, Comoros, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Libya, Sudan and São Tomé and Principe 
are observers, while Eritrea, South Sudan and Somalia are 
not part of the organization.



O b s e r ve r

N o t  a
M e m b e r

TRIPS

W TO  
M e m b e r

12/13



Patent Cooperat ion Treaty (PCT)

The PCT was concluded in 1970, entered into force in 1978, 
with amendments or modifications in 1979, 1984 and 2001 
and facilitates transnational patent application procedures 
for patent holders that which to protect their inventions in 
several jurisdictions. Applicants are able to file an 
"international patent application” at a Receiving Office and a 
search is conducted by an International Searching Authority 
and a Written Opinion is issued regarding the patentability of 
the invention. Afterwards, applicants should enter the 
national phase in order to have their patents granted in each 
PCT member state.

PCT has enabled that the international protection of patents 
is less bureaucratic and expensive and provides applicants 
with around 18 additional months to enter national phases, 
which helps to postpone major costs, such as translations.

PCT regional phase applications are possible in OAPI, which 
is automatically effective in its member states, and in ARIPO, 
where it is necessary to specify the designated member 
states of this organization where protection is sought.

As of August 1st, 2016, PCT has 150 member states and 
many are African countries, as shown in the next page.
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The Organisation Africaine de la Propriété Intellectuelle 
commonly known as OAPI (English: African Intellectual 
Property Organization – AIPO) is the central registration 
system of intellectual property rights that mainly covers 
African French speaking countries. It is headquartered in 
Yaoundé, Cameroon and was created on the March 2nd, 
1977 by the Bangui Agreement with the aim of providing 
member states the privilege of working collaboratively, 
networking and share common resources. The 
organization's central objective is to aid signatories in 
protecting intellectual property such as copyrights, 
trademarks and patents. An OAPI registration has the 
advantage of covering all the territories that are members of 
the organization, automatically.

The Bangui Agreement was amended on the 24th of February 
of 1999 to bring it in compliance with the Agreement on 
Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 
which is administered by the World Trade Organization 
(WTO). The agreement also acts as a common Code of 
Intellectual Property and its principles and provisions have 
the force of national law in each signatory country. The 
intellectual property rights grant by the Bangui Agreement 
are considered to be independent national rights, subject to 
the legislation of each Member State. No domestic 
legislations are issued to give effect to the Bangui 
Agreement as it constitutes the national law in each Member 
State. Also, should there be any conflicts between 
International Conventions and Bangui Agreement, the 
International Convention to which the member States are 
party shall prevail.
 
All OAPI States have ratified the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT). Therefore, an OAPI Regional Phase of a PCT 
International Application will automatically include all 
member states. The Chapter I and Chapter II deadlines are 
30 months from priority date.

Afr ican Intel lectual Proper ty Organizat ion
(OAP I )
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AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY ORGANIZATION

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional )

PCT
•

Paris Convention

• Agreement Revising the Bangui Agreement of March 2,
1977, on the Creation of an African Intellectual Property
Organization (February 24, 1999).

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• Regional filing.
• PCT Regional phase.
Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months.

Other Info



(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English or French translation.
(3) notarized.

Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the first
anniversary of the priority date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is 20
years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: At the request of
any person made after the expiry of
a period of 4 years from the filing
date of the patent application or
3 years from the date of grant of the
patent, whichever period expires
last.

• Body responsible: civil court of the
domicile of the patentee or, if the
latter is domiciled abroad, to the
civil court of either his elected
domicile or the place in which he
has named an agent for the
purposes of filing.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
address (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or the extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney signed by the
licensee (1).

• License agreement document
signed by both parties (2),(3).

Licenses

• Power of attorney signed by the
assignee (1).

• Deed of assignment document
signed by the assignor and
assignee (2), (3).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
name (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or the extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Name • No provision.
•  Period: N/A.
•  Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Full particulars of the inventors and of the applicants.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Priority document (2).
• Deed of Assignment of Priority Rights (3).
• If PCT, Copy of the published international application.
• If PCT, Copy of the published international search report.

• Formal and substantive
examination.

• Body responsible: The
Administrative Council.

Examinat ion
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ARIPO, formerly known as English Speaking African 
Intellectual Property Organization (ESARIPO), was created 
by the Lusaka Agreement (1976). It is an intergovernmental 
organization for cooperation in matters related to patents, 
trademarks are other IP rights. Furthermore, it has a regional 
office headquartered in Harare, Zimbabwe, that accepts and 
reviews applications for several Intellectual Property Rights 
on behalf of ARIPO member states that have joined Protocols 
that establish common services or organs to protect these IP 
rights, further developing cooperation between the member 
states.

Hitherto, it has the capacity to hear applications for patents, 
utility models and designs, according to the Harare Protocol 
(1984), trademarks with the Banjul Protocol (1993), protects 
traditional knowledge and expressions of folklore with the 
Swakopmund Protocol (2010) and plant varieties according 
to the Arusha Protocol (2015). 

In respect to patents, the ARIPO is empowered to grant 
patents and to register utility models and industrial designs 
and to administer such rights, on behalf of Contracting 
States that are party of the Harare Protocol. ARIPO 
applications specifically require the applicant to designate 
those member states where protection is sought, unlike 
OAPI, where a single application automatically covers all 
member states and it is not possible to designate the 
countries of interest. ARIPO system does not replace the 
national systems.

All of the ARIPO states are also members of the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and with the exception of Somalia, 
they may be designated when entering the ARIPO Regional 
Phase of a PCT Application. The Chapter I and Chapter II 
deadlines to enter the regional phase are 31 months from 
priority date.

Afr ican Regional Intel lectual Proper ty 
Organizat ion (ARIPO)
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AFRICAN REGIONAL INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY ORGANISATION

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Nat ional )

Paris Convention
•

PCT

Botswana
Eswatini
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Ghana
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Lesotho
Liber ia
Malawi
Mozambique
Namibia
Rwanda
Sao Tome e Pr incipe
Sierra Leone
Sudan
Tanzania (mainland)
Uganda
Zambia
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• Harare Protocol.
• Lusaka Agreement.

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• Regional filing by ARIPO.
• PCT Regional Phase.

Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months from the priority date.

Other Info



(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.

Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the anniversary
date of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent in
each designated State, is 20 years
from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: patent granted by
the Office shall in each designated
State be subject to provisions of the
applicable national law on
compulsory licenses, forfeiture or
the use of patented inventions in
the public interest.

•  Body responsible: The Office.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (1), (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• License Agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (1), (2).

Change of Name

• Not possible.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• International Patent Classification.
• Assignment of Invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International Publication.
• If PCT, International Search Report.

• Formal and substantive
examination.

• Body responsible: The Office.

Examinat ion
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A L G E R I A

• Law No. 03-19 dated November 4, 2003.

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Algeria.
• PCT national phase.

Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months.

Off ic ial Languages :
Arabic

Main Convent ions

Paris Union (since 20 April 1975)
•

WIPO (since 16 April 1975)
• 

PCT (since 8 March 2000)
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Populat ion (2015 ) : 39,500,00
Capital : Algiers
Currency: Alger ian Dinar
GDP (2015) : $ 172 .278 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .dz
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(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified French or Arabic translation.
(3) notarized.
(4) notarized and legalized up to the Algerian Consulate.

Requirements

• Fees fall due annually, before each
anniversary of filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is
20 years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of 4 years from the
date of filing, or 3 years from the
grant of the patent, whichever
occurs later.

• Body responsible: National Algerian
Institute for the Protection of
Industrial Property or Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Copy certificate of change (2), (3).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• Original or certified copy of the
license agreement (2), (4).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
•  Deed of Assignment document (2), (4).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Copy certificate of change (2), (3).

Change of Name

• There is no opposition system.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Title (2).
• Formal drawings, if applicable.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, international Search Report.
• If PCT, International Publication.

• Formal and Substantive
Examination – only through PCT
report.

Examinat ion



A N G O L A

• Industrial Property Act, Law No. 3/92 of February 28.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filling in Angola.
• International Registration (WIPO) through PCT.

Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Product.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months.

Off ic ial Languages :
Por tuguese

 WIPO (from 15 August 1985)
•

PCT (from 27 December 2007)
• 

Paris Convention 
(from 27 December 2007)
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Populat ion (2015 ) : 24,383,30 1
Capital : Luanda
Currency: Angolan Kwanza (AOA)
GDP (2015) : $ 102 .979 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .ao



Requirements

• Fees fall due annually, from the first
anniversary of the filling date.

• Extension: Possible (6 months).
• Duration: The term of the patent is

15 years, from the date of deposit.

Renewal

• Non-use period: The invention must
be exploited within 3 years of the
grant.

• Body responsible: IAPI.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (1), (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1).
• License agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (1), (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 60 days from the publication
date.

• Time extension: possible (30 days).

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Formal drawings, if applicable.
• Title summarizing the subject of the invention in Portuguese.
• Specification, claims and abstract in Portuguese.
• Deed of assignment (1), (2).
• Priority document (1), (2). (n/a if PCT)
• If PCT, international search report.
• If PCT, international preliminary report on patentability.

• Formal and substantive
examination.

Examinat ion

26/27

(1) notarized and legalized up to an Angolan Consulate.
(2) with certified translation to Portuguese.



Populat ion (2015 ) : 2 ,070,984
Capital : Gaborone
Currency: Pula
GDP (2015) : $ 12 .86 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .bw

• Industrial Property Act, 2010 (Act No. 8 of 2010).
IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Botswana.
• Regional filing by ARIPO.
• PCT National phase.

Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months.

 Paris Union (from 15 April 1998) 
•

WIPO (from 15 April 1998)
•

ARIPO (from 6 May 1985) 
•

PCT (from 30 October 2003)

NoYesA
b
so

lu
te

Novelty

Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

B O T S W A N A
(ARIPO) Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish , Tswana

Other Info

Pr
ov
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n
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nt Applicatio

n



Requirements

• The term of a patent is 20 years
from the filing date.

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the 1st anniversary
of the priority date with the first two
annuities payable at the time of
filing.

Renewal

• Non-use period: At any time after
the expiration of 3 years from the
date of the grant of a patent or 4
years from the filing date of the
application, whichever occurs later.

• Body responsible: High Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1).
• License agreement document (1), (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment document (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 18 months after the
application.

• Time extension: The deadline can
be extended and payment of a fee
will need to be made.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (1).
• If PCT, International Publication.
• If PCT, International Search Report.
• If PCT, International Preliminary Report on Patentability.
• Priority document (2).

• Formal examination.
• In practice, substantive examination

of all applications is also conducted
by the ARIPO examiners on behalf
of the Botswana Patent Office.

• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Examinat ion

28/29

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.



• Burundi Industrial Property Law No. 1/13 of 2009.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Burundi.

Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• N/A.

WIPO (from 30 March 1977)
•

Paris Union (from 3 September 1977)

NoYesA
b
so

lu
te

novelty

Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

Populat ion (2015 ) : 9,823,827
Capital : Bujumbura
Currency: Burundi Franc
GDP (2015) : $ 2 .881 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .b i

B U R U N D I
Off ic ial Languages :

French, Kirundi, Swahi l i

O ther Info

Pr
ov
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ate
nt Applicatio

n



Requirements

• Renewal falls due every 5 years,
from filing date of the patent
application.

• Duration: The term of the patent is
20 years (from filing date).

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of one year from the
date of filing, if applicant fails to
pay the applicable fees, with a six
months period of extension
possible.

• Body responsible: Court or Minister
responsible for trade or The
Burundian Property Office.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Original certificate of registration.

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• License agreement, signed by both
parties (1), (2).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (2).
• Original certificate of registration.

Change of Name

• Period: 90 days.
• Reply: 60 days.
• Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of attorney, simply signed (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract in French or English.
• Formal drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of priority document (2).

• Formal and substantive examination.

Examinat ion

30/31

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.



Populat ion (2015 ) : 524,833
Capital : C idade de Praia
Currency: Escudos (CVE)
GDP (2015) : $ 1 .595 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .cv

• Industrial Property Code (approved by Decree-Law
No. 4/2007 of August 20, 2007).

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional ) Ways to Protect the Patent:

• National filing in Cape Verde.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• International PCT registration.
• Regional phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Process.
Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months.

WIPO (from 7 July 1997)
•

Paris Convention
(since 6 April 2022)

•
PCT (since 6 April 2022)

•
ARIPO (since 14 July 2022)

C A P E  V E R D E
Off ic ial Languages :

Por tuguese

YesYesA
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Novelty

Yes
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Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the first
anniversary of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is
twenty years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: The invention
exploitation must start within three
years from the date of grant of the
patent or four years after the filing
of the application.

• Body responsible: Body
responsible for Industrial Property.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Original power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (2).

Change of Address

• Original power of attorney (1).
• Original license agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

•  Original power of attorney (1).
• Original deed of assignment (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Original power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (2).

Change of Name

• Period: Two months from the
publication date in the Boletim da
Propriedade Industrial.

• Time extension: Possible (Twice,
1 month each).

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Original power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Original assignment of Invention (1).
• Priority document (2).

• Formal examination.
• Body responsible: Body responsible

for Industrial Property.

Examinat ion

C A P E  V E R D E

(1) notarized.
(2) with verified Portuguese translation. 32/33



• Industrial Property Law No. 82-001 of 1982.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Democratic Republic of Congo.

Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• N/A.

WIPO (from 28 January 1975)
•

Paris Union (from 31 January 1975)

NoYesA
b
so
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te

novelty

No

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

D .  R .  C O N G O
Offic ial Languages :

French

Other Info
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Populat ion (2015 ) : 4 ,620,000
Capital : K inshasa
Currency: Congolese Franc
GDP (2015) : $ 8.873 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .cd



Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the 2nd anniversary
of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is 20
years from the filing date, except
for a patent for medicine, which has
a term of 15 years from the filing
date. Patents of Importation and
Addition terminate at the same time
as the main patent on which it is
based.

Renewal

• Non-use period: The invention must
be industrially exploited within a
period of 5 years of the filing date
of the application, or within 3 years
of the grant of the patent,
whichever period expires first.

• In the case of patents of
importation, exploitation must
occur within 3 years of the filing
date of the application.

• Body responsible: Competent Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (2), (4).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1).
• License agreement document

signed by both parties (2),(3).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment document,

signed by the assignor and
assignee (3).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (2), (4).

Change of Name

• Common law based opposition,
there is no specific provision
regarding patent opposition.

•  Period: During the registration
procedure.

•  Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of Attorney in duplicate, special form (1).
•  Applicant data.
•  Specification, claims and abstract in French.
•  Drawings, if applicable.
•  Priority document (2).
•  Certified copy of basic foreign granted patent (2).

• Formal examination.
• Body responsible: Minister

responsible for industrial property.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified French translation.
(3) legalized by the Congolese Consulate.
(4) notarized.

D .  R .  C O N G O

34/35



Populat ion (2015 ) : 888,000
Capital : Dj ibout i
Currency: Dj ibout i Franc
GDP (2015) : $ 1 .727 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .d j

• Law No. 50/AN/09/6th L of 2009 on the Protection of
Industrial Property.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional ) Ways to Protect the Patent:

• National filing in Djibouti.
• PCT national phase (starting 23 September 2016).

Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months.

Paris Union (from 13 May 2002)
•

WIPO (from 13 May 2002)
•

PCT (from 23 September 2016)

YesYesA
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te

Novelty

No
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i l i ty

 Models

D J I B O U T I
Off ic ial Languages :

French, Arabic

O ther Info
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Requirements

• Renewal fees fall every 5 years, the
first one is payable simultaneously
with the application fee.

• Duration: The term of the patent is
20 years, from filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of 4 years from the
date of filing, or 3 years from the
grant of the patent, whichever
occurs later.

• Body responsible: Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Original certificate of registration.

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from both parties (1).
• License agreement (2), (3).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment (2), (3).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 90 days.
• Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Formal drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of invention (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, international search report.
• If PCT, international publication.

• Formal examination.

Examinat ion

36/37

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified French translation.
(3) apostilled.



Populat ion (2015 ) : 89,6 19,300
Capital : Cairo
Currency: Egypt ian Pound
GDP (2015) : $ 330.765 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .eg

• Law on the Protection of Intellectual Property Rights,
Law No. 82 of 2002.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional ) Ways to Protect the Patent:

• National filing in Egypt.
• PCT national phase.

Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months from the priority date.

Paris Union (from 6 March 1975)
•

WIPO (from 21 April 1975)
•

PCT (from 6 September 2003)

NoYesA
b
so

lu
te

Novelty

Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

O ther Info

E G Y P T
Off ic ial Languages :

Arabic
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38/39

Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the first
anniversary of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is
twenty years. For a chemical
invention relating to foodstuffs,
medical drugs or pharmaceutical
compounds where only the process
is claimed, the term is ten years
(non-extensible).

Renewal

• Non-use period: In the event that
the applicant does not satisfy the
stipulated working requirements
within 3 years as of the date of the
grant, or within 4 years from the
filing date, which of the two periods
is longer.

• Body responsible: Patent Office.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (1), (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney signed from each
party (1).

• License agreement document (1), (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney signed and sealed
by the assignee (1).

• Deed of assignment document
signed by both parties (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (1), (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 60 days from the publication.
• Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of invention and priority rights (1), (2).
• Certificate of Incorporation (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International publication.
• If PCT, International search report.

• Formal and substantive examination.
• Body responsible: The Patent Office.

Examinat ion

(1) legalized up to an Egyptian consulate.
(2) with verified Arabic translation. 38/39



N/A

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• N/A.

N/AN/AA
b
so

lu
te

Novelty

N/A

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

O ther Info

E R I T R E A
Off ic ial Languages :

Arabic, Tigr iñya, English

Patent Protection:

• Due to the lack of legislation, Eritrea has adopted a
system of cautionary notices. Cautionary notices are
a very simply advert that should state the name and
address of the owner of the patent, along with a
description thereof.

Populat ion (2015 ) : 5,228,000
Capital : A smara
Currency: Nakfa
GDP (2015) : $ 4.666 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .er
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ov
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n
a
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nt Applicatio

n



40/41



Main Convent ions 
(National, Regional and International)

Paris Union (from 12 May 1991)
•

WIPO (from 18 August 1988)
•

ARIPO (from 17 March 1988)
•

PCT (from 20 September 1994)

NoYes No

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

E S W A T I N I
(ARIPO) Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish , Swazi

Populat ion (2015 ) : 1 , 1 19,375
Capital : Mbabane
Currency: L i langeni
GDP (2015) : $ 4.028 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .sz

• Patents, Utility Models and Industrial Designs Act, 1997.

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• Re-registration of granted South African and UK Patent.
• ARIPO application.
• ARIPO Regional Phase PCT application.

Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months throughout ARIPO.

Other Info

A
b
so

lu
te

Novelty

Pr
ov
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ate
nt Applicatio

n



Requirements

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.

• UK patent: No separate renewal fees
are payable / South African patent –
renewal fees fall due in Eswatini
when they fall due in South Africa.

• Duration: UK and South African
re-registrations expire with the term
of the UK or South African Patent /
ARIPO patent term is 20 years
(from filing date).

• Extension: N/A.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required within
a period of 4 years from the date of
filing, or 3 years from the grant of
the patent, whichever occurs later.

• Body responsible: Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
address (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1) signed by the
licensee.

• License agreement signed by both
parties (1), (2).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney (1) signed by the
assignee.

• Deed of assignment (1) signed by
the assignor and assignee (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
name (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Name

• No opposition system.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, international search report.
• Proof of UK or South Africa patent registration.

• Formal examination.

Examinat ion

• Eswatini does not provide national
applications but the Office allows
for the re-registration of South
African or United Kingdom Patents.
There is no telling when the
situation will be normalized.

• PCT and ARIPO patent
applications were not yet
incorporated into national Law, so it
is not possible to guarantee that
these rights are enforceable.

• Re-registrations of European
Patents valid in the UK is also
possible.

Remarks

 42/43 



Populat ion (2015 ) : 90,076,0 12
Capital : Addis Ababa 
Currency: Birr
GDP (2015) : $ 61 .629 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .et

• Proclamation No. 123/1995 concerning Inventions, Minor
Inventions and Industrial Designs.
• Regulations No. 12/1997 on Inventions, Minor Inventions
and Industrial Designs.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National Filing in Ethiopia.

Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• N/A.

WIPO (from 19 February 1998)

NoYes Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

E T H I O P I A
Off ic ial Languages :

Amharic

O ther Info
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Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually (data
of first anniversary from national
filing).

• Duration: The term of the patent is
15 years, from filing date.

• Time extension:  Possible (5 years)
upon proof that the invention is
being properly worked in Ethiopia.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required within
a period of 4 years from the date of
filing, or 3 years from the grant of
the patent, whichever occurs later.

• Body responsible: the Ethiopian
Science and Technology
Commission.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the
change (1).

• Certificate of change of address (1), (2).

Change of Address

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment document (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (1), (2).

Change of Name

• Period: There is no opposition
system.

• Extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract in English.
• Formal drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of invention (1), (2).
• Certificate of incorporation (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• Certified copy of basic foreign granted patent (2).

• Formal and substantive examination.

Examinat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• License agreement document (1), (2).

Licenses

44/45

(1) legalized by the Ethiopian consulate.
(2) with verified English translation.



Populat ion (2015 ) : 1 ,882,450
Capital : Banjul
Currency: Dalas i
GDP (2015 ) : $ 0.8 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .gm

G A M B I A
Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish

• Industrial Property Act N.º 12 of 1989, Chapter 95:03.
IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Gambia.
• Regional filing to ARIPO.
• National Phase PCT application.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30/31 months.

Paris Union (from 21 January 1992)
•

WIPO (from 10 December 1980)
•

ARIPO (from 16 January 1986)
•

PCT (from 9 December 1997)

YesYes No

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

O ther Info
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(ARIPO)



Requirements

• Fees fall due annually, from the first
anniversary of the filling date.

• Extension: Possible (6 months).
• Duration: The term of a patent is 15

years from the filing date.
• Extension: Possible (5 years).

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of 4 years from the
date of filing, or 3 years from the
grant of the patent, whichever
occurs later.

• Body responsible: Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1).
• License agreement (2).

Licenses

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment signed by both

parties (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of a change of name (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 90 days from the publication
date.

• Time extension: Possible (180 days).

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Specification, claims and abstract in English.
• Formal drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of invention.
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, international search report.
• If PCT, international publication.

• Formal and substantive examination.

Examinat ion

46/47

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.



Populat ion (2015 ) : 27,043,093
Capital : Accra
Currency: Cedi
GDP (2015) : $ 36.039 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .gh

G H A N A
Offic ial Languages :

Engl ish

Paris Union (from 28 September 1976)
•

WIPO (from 12 June 1976)
•

ARIPO (from 25 April 1984) 
•

PCT (from 26 February 1997)

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

• Patent Act, 2003 (Act 567).

(ARIPO)

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Ghana.
• Regional filing to ARIPO.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
• PCT national phase.
Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months from de priority date.
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Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the first
anniversary of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is
twenty years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: A granted patent
must be worked within four years
from the date of filing of the patent
application or three years from the
date of the grant of the patent,
whichever period expires last.

• Body responsible: The Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (2), (3).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney by the licensor (1).
• Original or certified copy of the

license agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Original or certified copy of the

assignment document (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (2), (3).

Change of Name

• An interested person may request
the court to invalidate a patent.

• Period: N/A.
• Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (1).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International Publication.
• If PCT, International Search Report.

• Formal and substantive examination.
• Body Responsible: Registrar.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.
(3) notarized. 48/49



Populat ion (2015 ) : 46,050,000
Capital : Nairobi
Currency: Kenyan Shi l l ing
GDP (2015) : $ 61 .405 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .ke

• Industrial Property Act No. 3 of 2001 (Rev. 2016)
IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Kenya.
• Regional filing to ARIPO.
• National Phase PCT application.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.

Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months.

Paris Union (from 14 June 1965)
•

WIPO (from 5 June 1971)
•

ARIPO (from 24 October 1984)
•

PCT (from 8 June 1994)

YesYes Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

K E N Y A
Offic ial Languages :

Swahi l i , Engl ish
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Requirements

• Fees fall due annually from the first
anniversary of the filing date.

• National phase PCT: fees fall due
on the next anniversary of the
international filing date.

• Duration: 20 years from filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of 4 years from the
date of filing, or 3 years from the
grant of the patent, whichever
occurs later.

• Body responsible: Kenya Industrial
Property Institute.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (2).

Change of Address

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment signed by both

parties (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (2).

Change of Name

• There is no opposition system.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract English.
• Drawings, if applicable.
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal and substantive examination.

Examinat ion

• Power of attorney from licensor and
licensee (1).

• License agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation. 50/51



Populat ion (2015 ) : 2 , 135,000
Capital : Maseru
Currency: Malot i
GDP (2015 ) : $ 2 . 032 bi l l ion
Internet domain: . l s

• Industrial Property Regulations 1989.
IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Lesotho.
• Regional filing to ARIPO.
• PCT national phase.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30/31 months from the priority date

Paris Union (from 28 September 1989)
•

WIPO (from 18 November 1986)
•

ARIPO (from 23 October 1987)
• 

PCT (from 21 October 1995) 

NoYes Yes

Ut
i l i ty
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O ther Info

L E S O T H O
(ARIPO) Off ic ial Languages :

Sesotho, Engl ish
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Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the first
anniversary of the filing date.

• Duration: 15 years, 5 years
extension is possible.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patent invention is required within a
period of 4 years from the date of
filing, or 3 years from the grant of
the patent, whichever occurs later.

• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Original document attesting the

change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1).
• Original license agreement

document (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Original deed of assignment

document (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Original document attesting the

change (2).

Change of Name

• Any interested party can request the
court to invalidate a patent.

• Period: No time limit prescribed.
• Time extension: No provision.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International Publication.
• If PCT, International Search Report.

• Formal and substantive examination.
• Body responsible: Registrar.

Examinat ion

(1) notarized.
(2) with verified English translation. 52/53



L I B E R I A
(ARIPO) Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish

Paris Union (from 27 August 1994)
•

WIPO (from 8 March 1989)
•

ARIPO (from 24 March 2010)
•

PCT (from 27 August 1994)

• Industrial Property Act.
IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National Filing in Liberia.
• Regional filing by ARIPO.
• PCT National phase.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Processes.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30/31 months.

YesYesA
b
so

lu
te

Novelty

Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

O ther Info

Populat ion (2015 ) : 4 ,503,000
Capital : Monrovia
Currency: L iber ian Dol lar
GDP (2015) : $ 2 .035 bi l l ion
Internet domain: . lr
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n
a
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ate
nt Applicatio

n

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )



Requirements

• Fees fall due annually (from
1st anniversary of filing date).

• Duration: The term of the patent is
20 years.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of 4 years from the
date of filing, or 3 years from the
grant of the patent, whichever
occurs later.

• Body responsible: Patent and
Trademark Office.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney.

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee.

• License agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney.
• Deed of assignment (1) and (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney.
• Certificate of change of name (1)

and (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 2 months (not provided by
law).

• Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract in English.
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal and substantive examination.

Examinat ion

(1) apostilled or legalized up to a Liberian consulate.
(2) verified English translation. 54/55



• Law No. 8 of 1959 on Patents and Industrial Designs
and Models.

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Libya.
• PCT national phase.

Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Methods.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months from priority date.

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Paris Union (from 28 September 1976) 
•

WIPO (from 28 September 1976) 
•

PCT (from 15 September 2005)

No
Only local 
novelty is 
required

Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

O ther Info

L I B Y A
Off ic ial Languages :

Arabic

Populat ion (2015 ) : 6,278,000
Capital : Tr ipol i 
Currency: L ibyan Dinar
GDP (2015) : $ 38.3 bi l l ion
Internet domain: . ly
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(1) legalized by the Libyan Consulate.
(2) with verified English and Arabic translation.

Requirements

• The first annuity covers the first 15
years. In the last year (14th) upon
payment of a renewal fee it is
possible to extend the protection for
5 years.

• Duration: The term of a patent is
20 years for patents in respect of
chemical processes relating to
foodstuffs, medicines and
pharmaceutical preparations and
fifteen years for all other patents.
For the second mentioned category

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of patents
in Libya is an official requirement. In
the event that the owner of a
patented invention in Libya does
not satisfy the stipulated working
requirements within 3 years as of
the date of grant, the patent will
become null and void.

• Body responsible: Office of
Industrial & Commercial Protection

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (1), (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney signed by the
licensee (1).

• License agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (1), (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 2 months as of the date of
publication.

• Time extension: Cannot be extended.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney, (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (1), (2).
• Certificate of Incorporation (1).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International publication.
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal examination.
• Body responsible: Patent Office.

Examinat ion

56/57



Populat ion (2015 ) : 22 ,434,363
Capital : Antananar ivo
Currency: Malagasy Franc
GDP (2015) : $ 9.7 37  bi l l ion
Internet domain: .mg

M A D A G A S C A R
Off ic ial Languages :
French, Malagasy

M A D A G A S C A R
Off ic ial Languages :
French, Malagasy

• Ordinance No. 89-091 Establishing arrangements for the
Protection of Industrial Property (of July 31, 1989).

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional ) Ways to Protect the Patent:

• National Filing in Madagascar.
• PCT national phase.

Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months

Paris Union (from 21 December 1963)
•

WIPO (from December 1989)
•

PCT (from 24 January)

NoYes No
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Requirements

• Fees fall due annually (from 2
anniversary of filing date).

• Duration: The term of the patent is
15 years.

• Extension: 5 years.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of 4 years from the
date of filing, or 3 years from the
grant of the patent, whichever
occurs later.

• Body responsible: Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Extract from the commercial

register (1), (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• License agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment or other

instrument of title, signed by both
parties (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Extract from the commercial

register (1), (2).

Change of Name

• No opposition system.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal and substantive
examination.

Examinat ion

M A D A G A S C A RM A D A G A S C A R

58/59

(1) notarized.
(2) with verified French translation.



• Patents Act (Chapter 49:02).
IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Malawi.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• National phase PCT application.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Process.
• Methods.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months.

Paris Union (from 6 July 1964)
•

WIPO (from 11 June 1970)
•

PCT (from 24 January 1978)
•

ARIPO (from 25 April 1984)

NoYes
Yes 

(through 
ARIPO)

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

O ther Info

Populat ion (2015 ) : 16,3 10,43 1
Capital : L i longwe
Currency: Malawian Kwacha
GDP (2015) : $ 6.416 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .mw

M A L A W I
(ARIPO) Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish , Chichewa

A
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Requirements

• Renewal fees are payable annually
commencing on the 3rd anniversary
of the filing date.

• Duration: 16 years (may be
extended for up to 5 years on the
ground of inadequate remuneration
and in exceptional circumstances a
period of up to 10 years).

Renewal

• Non-use period: A granted patent
must be worked within four years
from the date of filing of the patent
application or three years from the
date of the grant of the patent,
whichever period expires last.

• Body responsible: Registrar.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
address (1).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney signed by the
licensee (1).

• License agreement document
signed by both parties (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment signed by the

assignor and assignee (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
name (1).

• Certificate of change of name (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 3 months from the
advertisement date.

• Time extension: with the consent of
the applicant.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of attorney (1).
•  Applicant data.
•  Specification, claims and abstract in English.
•  Drawings, if applicable.
•  Assignment of Invention (2).
•  Priority document (2).
•  If PCT, International Publication.
•  If PCT, International Search Report.

• Formal examination.
• Substantive examination.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation. 60/61



• Patents, Industrial Designs and Trademark Act, 2002.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Mauritius.

Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Paris Union (from 24 September 1976)
•

WIPO (from 21 September 1976)

NoYes Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

M A U R I T I U S
Off ic ial Languages :

French, Engl ish

Populat ion (2015 ) : 1 ,261 ,208
Capital : Por t Louis
Currency: Maur it ian Rupee
GDP (2015) : $ 1 1 .608 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .mu
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Requirements

• Fees are due annually (from third
anniversary of the filing date).

• Duration: 20 years (from filing date).
• Extension: N/A.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of four years from
the date of filing, or three years
from the grant of the patent,
whichever occurs later.

• Body responsible: Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certified copy of the certificate of

incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (1), (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• License Agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment or other

instrument of title (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certified copy of the certificate of

incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (1), (2).

Change of Name

• No opposition system.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Declaration claiming priority.
• Specification, claims and abstract in English.
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).

• Formal and substantive examination.

Examinat ion

(1) notarized and legalized by apostille or up to a Mauritian consul.
(2) with verified English translation. 62/63



Populat ion (2015 ) : 33,337,529
Capital : Rabat 
Currency: Moroccan Dirham
GDP (2015) : $ 103.142 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .ma

• Law No. 17-97 on the Protection of Industrial Property
(promulgated by Dahir No. 1-00-91 of 9 Kaada 1420
(February 15,2000)).

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional ) Ways to Protect the Patent:

• National filing in Morocco.
• PCT national phase.
• European Patent Extension.
Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months from priority date.

Paris Union (from 30 July 1917) 
•

WIPO (from 27 July 1971) 
•

PCT (from 8 October 1999) 
•

European Patent Convention 
(from 1 March 2015)

NoYes No

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

M O R O C C O
Off ic ial Languages :

Arabic, Berber

Other Info
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Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
coming due at the moment of grant.

• Duration: The term of a patent is
twenty years from the filing date.
A patent of addition expires with the
main patent.

Renewal

• Non-use period: A patent of
invention may be subject to
compulsory licensing, if not used or
worked out within a period of 3
years as of grant or 4 years as of
filing.

• Body responsible: The Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• A certified copy of the change of

the address issued by the
competent authority of applicant’s
domicile (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney by the licensee (1).
• License agreement signed by both

parties (2), (3).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney by the assignee (1).
• A deed of assignment executed by

both parties (2), (3).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• A certified copy of the change of

the name issued by the competent
authority of applicant’s domicile (2).

Change of Name

• Period: Two months from the
publication date.

• Time extension: cannot be
extended.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of priority rights (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International publication.
• If PCT, International search report.

• Formal and substantive examination.
• Body responsible: Patent Office.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified French translation.
(3) notarized. 64/65



Populat ion (2015 ) : 25,727,9 1 1
Capital : Maputo
Currency: Met icais
GDP (2015) : $ 14 .965 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .mz

• Industrial Property Code (Decree No. 47/2015 of 2015).
IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Mozambique.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• International PCT registration.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Process.
• Methods.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months.

WIPO (since 23 December 1996)
•

Paris Union (since 9 July 1998) 
•

PCT (since 8 May 2000) 
•

ARIPO (since 8 May 2000) 

YesYes Yes
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M O Z A M B I Q U E
Off ic ial Languages :
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(ARIPO)



Requirements

• Renewal fees due annually (1st and
2nd are paid at the time of the
filing).

• Duration: The term of a patent is
twenty years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of four years from
the date of filing, or three years
from the grant of the patent,
whichever occurs later.

• Body responsible: Patent and
Trademark Office.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Period: 60 days from the publication
date.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of Attorney (1).
•  Applicant data.
•  Specification, claims and abstract in Portuguese.
•  Formal drawings, if applicable.
•  Assignment of Invention (2).
•  Priority document (2).
•  If PCT, copy of the International Publication.
•  If PCT, copy of International Search Report.

• Formal and substantive examination.

Examinat ion

M O Z A M B I Q U E

66/67

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (1), (2).

Change of Address

• Powers of attorneys from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• License agreement (1), (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment  (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name  (1), (2).

Change of Name

(1) notarized.
(2) with verified Portuguese translation.



• Industrial Property Act, 2012 (Act No. 1 of 2012).
IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Namibia.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• International PCT registration.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
•  31 months.

WIPO (from 23 December 1991) 
•

Paris Union (from 1 January 2004) 
•

PCT (from 1 January 2004) 
•

ARIPO (from 23 April 2004) 

YesYes No

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

N A M I B I A
(ARIPO) Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish
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Populat ion (2015 ) : 2 ,280,700
Capital : Windhoek
Currency: Namibian Dol lar
GDP (2015) : $ 12 .832 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .na



Requirements

• Fees fall due on the 3rd, 7th and 10th

anniversary (from filing date).
• Duration: The term of the patent is

14 years.
• Extension: 7 years or 14 years (in

exceptional circumstances) upon
application.

Renewal

• Non-use period:  Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of 4 years from the
date of filing, or 3 years from the
grant of the patent, whichever
occurs later.

• Body responsible:  Court or the
Minister responsible for trade and
industry.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• License agreement (2).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment or other

instrument of title (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (1), (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 90 days.
• Time extension: Possible (subject to

the Registrar’s discretion).

Opposi t ion

Remarks

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of Attorney, (1).
• Applicant data.
• Deed of assignment (1), (2).
• Specification,  claims and abstract in English.
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal examination.

Examinat ion

• Currently Namibia does not
conduct a substantive examination.
However it is expected that it starts
conducting the examination when
the Industrial Property Act comes
into effect.

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation. 68/69



Populat ion (2015 ) : 182 ,202,000
Capital : Abuja
Currency: Naira
GDP (2015) : $ 490.207 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .ng

• Patents and Designs Act (Chapter 344), Laws of the
Federation of Nigeria 1990.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional ) Ways to Protect the Patent:

• National filing in Nigeria.
• International PCT registration.

Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months.

Paris Union (from 2 September 1963)
•

WIPO (from 9 April 1995)
•

PCT (from 8 May 2005)

YesYes No
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N I G E R I A
Off ic ial Languages :
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Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually but
only become payable upon grant.

• Duration: The term of the patent is
20 years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of 4 years from the
date of filing, or 3 years from the
grant of the patent, whichever
occurs later.

• Body responsible: Patent and
Trademark office or Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
address (1).

• Certificate of change of address or
an equivalent document proving
the change.

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• Licensing deed (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment of the invention

sign by both parties (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (2).

Change of Name

• No opposition system.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, is applicable.
• Assignment of invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal examination.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation. 70/71



R W A N D A
Offic ial Languages :

French, Kinyarwanda, English

Populat ion (2015 ) : 1 1 ,262,564
Capital : K igal i
Currency: Rwandan Franc
GDP (2015) : $ 8.267 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .rw

• Law No. 31/2009 of 26/10/2009 on the Protection of
Intellectual Property.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Rwanda.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• International PCT registration.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months from priority date.

Paris Union (from 1 March 1984)
•

WIPO (from 3 February 1984)
•

ARIPO (from 24 September 2011)
•

PCT (from 31 August 2011) 

NoYes Yes
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Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually 
commencing on the 1st anniversary 
of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is 20 
years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: four-year period 
from the filing date of the application, 
or three years from the date of grant 
of the patent, the time limit which 
expires later being applied. 

• Body responsible: Minister after the 
decision of the Cabinet.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new 
address (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of 
incorporation or the extract from the 
commercial register reflecting the 
change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1).
• License agreement document 

signed by both parties (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment document 

signed by the assignor and 
assignee (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new 
name (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of 
incorporation or the extract from the 
commercial register reflecting the 
change (2).

Change of Name

• There is no procedure for opposition. 
However, upon grant any interested 
person may apply to have the patent 
invalidated on the grounds that the 
invention does not satisfy the 
requirements for patentability or that 
the patent owner is not the inventor 
or his rightful claimant.

• Period: No provision 
• Time extension: No provision

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International Publication.
• If PCT, International Search Report.

• Formal and substantive examination.
• Body responsible: empowered 

authority. 

Examinat ion

(1) notarized.
(2) with verified English translation. 72/73



• Intellectual Property Code (approved by Decree-Law No.
23/2016).

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filling in S. Tomé and Príncipe.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• International PCT registration.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months.

Paris Union (from 12 May 1998)
•

WIPO (from 12 May 1998)
•

ARIPO (from 19 August 2014)
•

PCT (from 8 July 2008)

NoYes Yes

Ut
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S. TOME AND PRINCIPE
Off ic ial Languages :

Por tuguese

Other Info
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Populat ion (2015 ) : 187,356
Capital : São Tomé
Currency: Dobra
GDP (2015) : $ 0.3 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .s t

(ARIPO)



Requirements

• Fees fall due annually.
• Extension: Possible (6 months).
• Duration: The term of the patent is

20 years, from the deposit date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: When not
sufficiently explored in an industrial
manner.

• Body responsible: National
Industrial Property Service.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Copy of the certificate document

stating the change (2).

Change of Address

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed or other instrument of title (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Copy of the certificate of

commercial registration (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 90 days.
• Time extension: Possible (30 days).

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification in triplicate, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal and substantive examination.

Examinat ion

• Power of attorney signed by the
licensee (1).

• License agreement document
signed by both parties (2).

Licenses

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified Portuguese translation. 74/75



Populat ion (2015 ) : 89,949
Capital : V ictor ia (on the Is land of Mahé)
Currency: Seychel les Rupee
GDP (2015) : $ 1 .375 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .sc

• Industrial Property Act 2014 (Act. No. 7 of April 25, 2014).
IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Seychelles.
• PCT national phase application.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• Regional phase (ARIPO) PCT application.

Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months.

WIPO (from 16 March 2000)
•

PCT (from 7 November 2002)
•

Paris Union (from 7 November 2002)
•

ARIPO (from 1 January 2022)

NoYes Yes
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S E Y C H E L L E S
Off ic ial Languages :

French, Creole, Engl ish

A
b
so

lu
te

Novelty

Pr
ov

is
io
n
a
l P

ate
nt Applicatio

n



Requirements

• Fees fall due annually, from 
1st anniversary of filing date (shall 
be paid in advance).

• Duration: The term of the patent is 
20 years, from grant date.

• Extension: N/A.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a 
patented invention is required 
within a period of 4 years from the 
date of filing, or 3 years from the 
grant of the patent, whichever 
occurs later.

• Body responsible: Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

, (2).

• Power of attorney reflecting the new 
address (1).

• Certificate of incorporation or 
extract from the commercial 
register reflecting the change (1), (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney signed by the 
licensee (1).

• License agreement document 
signed by both parties (1), (2).

Licenses

(1) notarized.
(2) with verified English translation.

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment document 

signed by the assignor and 
assignee (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new 
name (1).

• Certificate of incorporation or 
extract from the commercial register 
reflecting the change (1), (2).

Change of Name

• N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal examination.

Examinat ion

S E Y C H E L L E S

76/77



Populat ion (2015 ) : 6,453,000
Capital : Freetown
Currency: Leone
GDP (2015) : $ 4.167 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .s l

(ARIPO)
Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish

S I E R R A  L E O N E

Paris Union (from 17 June 1997)
•

WIPO (from 18 May 1986) 
•

PCT (from 17 June 1997) 
•

ARIPO (from 25 February 1999) 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

• The Patents and Industrial Design Act, 2012 (Act No. 10
of 2012).

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Sierra Leone.
• Regional filing by ARIPO.
• International PCT registration.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months from the priority date.

NoYes Yes
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S I E R R A  L E O N E

Requirements

• The term of a patent is 20 years
from the filing date.

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the 1st anniversary
of the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: 4 years from the
date of filing a patent application or
3 years from the date of the grant,
whichever period expires last.

• Body responsible: The registrar.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
address (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or the extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1).
• License Contract signed by both

parties (2), (3).

Licenses

• Power of attorney by the applicant (1).
• Deed of assignment signed by the

assignor and assignee (2), (3).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
name (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or the extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Name

• Once the certificate is issued
interested persons may commence
infringement actions only in the
High Court. There are no opposition
proceedings at the Registry level.

• Period: N/A.
• Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, Copy of International Search Report.
• If PCT, Copy of International publication.

• Formal examination.
• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.
(3) original or certified copy.

• Under the current regime only
grantees of patents in the United
Kingdom may re-register their
patents in Sierra Leone.

• Upon registration a certificate is
issued granting the same rights and
privileges as the UK patent from the
date of the patent in the UK.

Remarks
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Populat ion (2015 ) : 10,787,000
Capital : Mogadishu
Currency: Somal i Shi l l ing
GDP (2015) : $ N/A
Internet domain: .so

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

WIPO (from 18 November 1982)
•

ARIPO (from 10 March 1981)

S O M A L I A
Off ic ial Languages :

Somal i , Arabic

Patent Protection:

• As a result of the ongoing civil unrest, the filing and
processing of all patent applications is indefinitely
interrupted.

• At the time, it is difficult to predict when patent
services will return to Somalia.

• While Somalia is a member of the Lusaka Agreement
on the creation of ARIPO, it has not acceded to the
Harare Protocol on the protection of patents, utility
models and designs.
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Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

WIPO Convention (March 23, 1975)
•

PCT (March 16, 1999)
•

 Paris Convention (December 1, 1947)

YesYes No

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

S O U T H  A F R I C A
Official Languages: English, Afr ikaans, Ndebele,

Nor th Sotho, Sesotho, Swazi, Tswana, Tsonga, Venda, Xhosa, Zulu

Populat ion (2015 ) : 54,956,900
Capital: Pretoria, Cape Town, Bloemfontein and Johannesburg
Currency: Rand
GDP (2015) : $ 3 12 .957 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .za

• Patents Act 1978 (Act No. 57 of 1978, as amended up to
Patents Amendment Act 2002).

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in South Africa.
• PCT national phase application.

Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 31 months from the priority date.

Other Info
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Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually from
the 3rd anniversary of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is 20
years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: If is not worked on
a commercial scale or to an
adequate extent within 4 years
after filing of the application of
3 years after grant.

• Body responsible: The Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
address (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1) signed by the
licensee.

• License agreement document (1)

signed by both parties (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1) signed by the
assignee.

• Deed of assignment document (1)

signed by the assignor and
assignee (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
name (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Name

•  South African patent law does not
provide for oppositions to patent
registrations.

•  An interested person may request
the court to revoke a patent.

•  Period: Any time.
•  Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney and Declaration (1), (2).
• Applicant data.
• Assignment of invention (1), (2).
• Full particulars of the inventors and of the applicants.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, copy of international publication.
• If PCT, search report.

• Formal examination.
• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation. 82/83



Populat ion (2015 ) : 1 1 ,892,934
Capital : Juba
Currency: South Sudan Pound
GDP (2015) : $ 2 .627 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .ss

S O U T H  S U D A N
Offic ial Languages :

Engl ish

South Sudan formally declared its 
independence from Sudan July 9st, 
2011 and no Convention has been 

ratified.

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

• Patent Law no. 58 of 1971, provides for the protection of
inventions through application and grant of patents.
However, South Sudan does not have systems in place for
the registration of patents and therefore does not accept
patent applications.

IP Legis lat ion 

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• N/A

N/AN/A N/A
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Populat ion (2015 ) : 38,435,252
Capital : Khar toum
Currency: Sudanese Dinar
GDP (2015) : $ 83.6 12 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .sd

• Patent Law No. 58 of 1971.

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Sudan.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• National phase PCT application.

Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months from the priority date.

YesYes Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

O ther Info

(ARIPO)

S U D A N
Offic ial Languages :

Arabic, Engl ish

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Paris Union (from 16 April 1984) 
•

WIPO (from 15 February 1974) 
•

PCT (from 16 April 1984) 
•

ARIPO (from 25 April 1984) 
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(1) notarized.
(2) with verified English or Arabic translation.
(3) legalized up to the Sudanese Consulate.

Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the 1st anniversary
of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is
20 years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: If the owner of a
patented invention does not satisfy
the working requirements within 4
years from the date of filing or 3
years from the date of grant, the
patent will be subject to
compulsory licensing.

• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change.

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1) signed by the
licensee.

• License agreement document
signed by both parties (2), (3).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1) signed by the
assignee.

• Deed of assignment document
signed by the assignor and
assignee (3).

Ass ignments

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change.

Change of Name

• Period: 8 months.
• Time extension: An extension of

time can be granted for a period of
1 month.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Title and Abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Certificate of Incorporation (3).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International Publication.
• If PCT, International Search Report.

• Examination is restricted to form
and to unity of invention only.

• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Examinat ion

86/87



• Patents Act (Chapter 217 of the Laws of Tanzania).
• Patents Regulations (Government Notice No. 190 of 1994).

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional ) Ways to Protect the Patent:

• National filing in Tanzania.
• Regional filing by ARIPO.
• PCT National phase.

Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 21/31 months from the priority date.

Paris Union (from 16 June 1965 – as 
United Republic of Tanzania) 

•
WIPO (from 30 December 1983 – as 

United Republic of Tanzania) 
• 

ARIPO (from 1 September 1999) 
•

PCT (from 14 September 1999) 

YesYes
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T A N Z A N I A (M a i n l a n d )

(ARIPO) Off ic ial Languages :
Swahi l i , Engl ish

Populat ion (2015 ) : 53,470,000
Capital : Dodoma
Currency: Tanzanian Shi l l ing
GDP (2015) : $ 44.904 bi l l ion
Internet domain: . tz



Requirements

• Renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the 1st anniversary
of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is
10 years from the filing date.
However the term can be extended
for two further periods of 5 years each.

Renewal

• Non-use period: At any time after
4 years from the filing date of an
application or 3 years from the
grant of a patent, whichever period
last expires.

• Body responsible: The Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
name or address (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney signed (1).
• License agreement document (1)

signed by both parties (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1) signed by the
assignee.

• Deed of assignment document (1)

signed by the assignor and
assignee (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
name (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Name

• Notice of opposition.
• Period: 3 months after the date of

publication.
• Time extension: Possible.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International Publication.
• If PCT, International Search Report.

• Examination as to form and unity of
invention.

• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation. 88/89



Populat ion (2014 ) : 1 ,303,569
Capital : Zanzibar Ci ty
Currency: Tanzanian Shi l l ing
GDP (2015) : $ 44.904 bi l l ion
Internet domain: . tz

• Zanzibar Industrial Property Act No. 4 of 2008.
• The Zanzibar Industrial Property Regulations, published
on April 17, 2015.

IP Legis lat ion 

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Zanzibar.
• International PCT registration.
Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National phase under PCT:
• 21 months from the priority date.

Paris Union (from 16 June 1963 – as 
United Republic of Tanzania)

•
WIPO (from 30 December 1983 – as 

United Republic of Tanzania)
•

PCT (from 14 September 1999 – as 
United Republic of Tanzania)

YesYes Yes
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T A N Z A N I A ( Za n z i b a r )
Off ic ial Languages :

K iswahi l i , Engl ish
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Requirements

• For PCT and National patents
renewal fees fall due annually
commencing on the 1st anniversary
of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is
20 years from the filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: The invention must
be industrially exploited within a
period of 5 years of the filing date
of the application, or within 3 years
of the grant of the patent,
whichever period expires first.

• Body responsible: The Minister.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
address (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney (1) signed by the
licensee.

• License agreement document (1)

signed by both parties (2).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney (1) signed by the
assignee.

• Deed of assignment document (1)

signed by the assignor and
assignee (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
name (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or an extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Name

• Notice of opposition
• Period: 3 months after the date of

publication.
• Time extension: Possible.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, International Publication.
• If PCT, International Search Report.

• Formal and substantive examination.
• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.

• Remarks: For both PCT and
non-PCT applications the
description must identify the origin
of genetic, biological resources or
any element of traditional
knowledge from Zanzibar used in
the making of the invention.

Remarks

90/91



Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Paris Union (from 14 June 1965)
•

WIPO (from June 1971)
•

PCT (from 10 December 2001)

NoYes No

Ut
i l i ty
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T U N I S I A
Off ic ial Languages :

Tunis ian Arabic

Populat ion (2015 ) : 10,982,754
Capital : Tunis 
Currency: Tunis ian Dinar
GDP (2015) : $ 43.581 bi l l ion
Internet domain: . tn

• Law No. 200-84 of 2000 on Patents.

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National Filing in Tunisia.
• PCT national phase.

Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Method.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months.

Other Info
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Requirements

• Fees fall due annually (from first
anniversary of filling date).

• Time extension: Possible (6 months)
• Duration: The term of the patent is

20 years from filing date.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of 4 years from the
date of filing, or 3 years from the
grant of the patent, whichever
occurs later.

• Body responsible:  Administrative
Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certified copy of the certificate of

incorporation or the extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• License agreement (2).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment (1), (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certified copy of the certificate of

incorporation or the extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Name

• 2 months from date of publication.
• Time Extension: Not possible.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specifications, claims and abstract in English, Arabic or French.
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment (1), (2).
• Priority documents (2).
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal Examination.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified French or Arabic translation. 92/93



Populat ion (2015 ) : 34 ,856,8 13
Capital : Kampala
Currency: Ugandan Shi l l ing
GDP (2015) : $ 24.74 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .ug

Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Paris Union (from 14 June 1965)
•

WIPO (from 18 June 1973)
•

ARIPO (from 15 April 1984)
•

PCT (from 9 February 1995)

YesYes Yes
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U G A N D A
(ARIPO) Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish , Swahi l i

• Industrial Property Act 20014.
IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Uganda.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• International PCT registration.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Product.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30/31 months.

Other Info
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Requirements

• Fees fall due annually ,before each
anniversary of filing date.

• Duration: The term of the patent is
15 years.

• Extension: Possible (5 years).

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of four years from
the date of filing, or three years
from the grant of the patent,
whichever occurs later.

• Body responsible: High Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of address (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• License agreement (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney (1).
• Deed of assignment (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Certificate of change of name (2).

Change of Name

• Period: No set deadline.
• Response: 60 days.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract in English.
• Assignment of invention (2).
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal and substantive examination.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation. 94/95



Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regional )

Paris Union (from 6 April 1965)
•

WIPO (from 14 May 1977) 
•

ARIPO (from 26 February 1978)
•

PCT (from 15 November 2001) 

YesLocal novelty Yes
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Z A M B I A
Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish

Populat ion (2015 ) : 15,473,905
Capital : Lusaka
Currency: Zambian Kwacha
GDP (2015) : $ 21 .889 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .zm

• The Patents Act, 2016 (Act No. 40 of 2016).

(ARIPO)

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Zambia.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• International PCT registration.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Process.
• Products.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30 months from the priority date.

Other Info
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Requirements

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.
(3) original document. 96/97

• Renewal fees are payable annually
commencing on the 3rd anniversary
of the filing date.

• Duration: The term of a patent is 16
years from the date of filing, which
may be extended for one further
period of up to 5 years on the ground
of inadequate remuneration, and in
exceptional circumstances a period
of up to 10 years. A patent of
addition expires with the main patent.

Renewal

• Non-use period: After the expiration
of a period of 3 years subsequent
to the date on which that patent
was sealed or 4 years subsequent
to the date on which the
application in respect thereof was
lodged, whichever period last
expires.

• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
address (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or the extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney signed by the
licensee (1).

• License agreement document (1)

signed by both parties (3).

Licenses

•  Power of attorney signed by the
assignee (1).

• Deed of assignment document (1) by
the assignor and assignee (2), (3).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney reflecting the new
name (1).

• Certified copy of the certificate of
incorporation or the extract from the
commercial register reflecting the
change (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 3 months from the date of
publication.

• Time extension: Possibility of
extending the deadline to file an
opposition on application to do so
within the 3 months.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

•  Power of Attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract (2).
• Drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (1), (2).
• Priority document (2).
• If PCT, copy of international publication and search report.
• If PCT, copy of claim amendments.

• Formal examination.
• Body responsible: The Registrar.

Examinat ion



Main Convent ions 
( Internat ional and Regaional )

Paris Union (from 18 April 1980)
•

WIPO (from 29 December 1981)
•

ARIPO (from 25 April 1984 – Harare 
Protocol)

•
PCT (from 11 June 1997)

YesYes Yes

Ut
i l i ty

 Models

Z I M B A B W E
(ARIPO) Off ic ial Languages :

Engl ish , Shona, Ndebele

• Patent  Act No. 26 of 1971 (chapter 26:03) amended by
the Patents Amendment Act No. 14 of 2002.

IP Legis lat ion 

Ways to Protect the Patent:
• National filing in Zimbabwe.
• Regional filing at ARIPO.
• International PCT registration.
• Regional Phase (ARIPO) PCT application.
Admissible claims:
• Products.
• Process.

Time Limit for Entering National/Regional phase under PCT:
• 30/31 months.

Other Info
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Populat ion (2015 ) : 13,061 ,239
Capital : Harare
Currency: Zimbabwean Dol lar
GDP (2015) : $ 14 .269 bi l l ion
Internet domain: .zw



Requirements

• Fees fall due annually (from filing
date).

• Duration: 20 years.

Renewal

• Non-use period: Working of a
patented invention is required
within a period of four years from
the date of filing, or three years
from the grant of the patent,
whichever occurs later.

• Body responsible: Patents and
Trademarks Office or Court.

Use Requirement 
and Cancel lat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Copy of the Certificate of change of

address or the extract from the
commercial register (2).

Change of Address

• Power of attorney from proprietor
and licensee (1).

• License agreement (2).

Licenses

• Power of attorney by the applicant (1).
• Deed of assignment (2).

Ass ignments

• Power of attorney (1).
• Copy of the Certificate of change of

name or the extract from the
commercial register (2).

Change of Name

• Period: 90 days (from advertisement
date).

• Time extension: N/A.

Opposi t ion

Patent Appl icat ion

• Power of attorney (1).
• Applicant data.
• Specification, claims and abstract in English.
• Formal drawings, if applicable.
• Assignment of Invention (2).
• If PCT, international search report.

• Formal examination.

Examinat ion

(1) simply signed.
(2) with verified English translation.

Off ic ial Languages :
Arabic, Engl ish
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